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Task of the Church / Advocacy of God’s Word





           Lecture 2
Title: The Message of Evangelism
Purpose: To instruct the hearers about the content of the gospel message in order to motivate to preach no other gospel. 
Introduction

1. As we have seen in our previous lectures, the church is the “pillar and foundation” of the truth. And being such, the advocacy of God’s word is one of the church’s tasks. Now, this advocacy includes the work of evangelism.   

2. In dealing with this subject of evangelism, we will have five lectures. We will consider: 1) The Message of Evangelism 2) The Call of Evangelism 3) Evangelism & Assurance of Salvation 4) The Modern Day Method of Evangelism 5) Appendix: Review the Book “Purpose-Driven Life” by Rich Warren because it is a book that has been used as an evangelistic tool by many churches.
3. In this session, we will consider the first topic on evangelism – the Message of Evangelism.
Trans:
And let me begin by emphasizing…

I. THE IMPORTANCE THAT WE BEGIN WITH THE MESSAGE OF EVANGELISM.

A. A pastor-friend of mine was invited to an inter-denominational forum to discuss reaching the lost in the Philippines with the gospel. And in that forum, the many that attended were engaged in a very lively discussion about different methods and ways of reaching the lost. But in the midst of the discussion, my pastor-friend made a kind suggestion. He suggested that before discussing the methods and ways of reaching the lost with the gospel, it would be helpful to first see if they were agreed about what is the gospel message really is. But the moderator strongly objected because such discussions, he said, will lead to divisions and factions. The moderator knew that the attendees were not really in agreement about what the gospel message really is. 

B. But what’s the point of discussing the methods and ways of evangelism unless we are first clear about the gospel message? That is central and vital. The message is central because not just any other gospel will do. It has to be the true gospel – the apostolic gospel we must seek to reach the people with. Gal 1:6-10
C. Therefore in our study of evangelism, we must begin with the message of the gospel. We have to be clear about that issue. 

Trans:
So…

II. WHAT THEN IS THE MESSAGE OF EVANGELISM? WHAT IS THE GOSPEL MESSAGE? 

A.
My proposition is that the message of evangelism must be that which motivates people to come and follow Christ, not for some temporal blessings that they crave for, but for the eternal or lasting blessings, that Christ came to bring.  
B.
To substantiate that proposition, we can turn to many portions of God’s word. But for our purposes let us consider just one - John 6 (READ). 

1.
According to John 6, why did the multitudes seek Jesus? They wanted temporal blessings from Him, not the eternal blessings He really came to bring. And Jesus rebuked them for that. This is succinctly put in 6:26-27 (READ).  

a.
What is the purpose of a sign? A sign serves only to point you to where you should be going. You are not to stop at the sign and be content with it. It only serves to point you to where you should be going. If you see a sign “Maribago Blue Waters – this way” and you stop at the sign and have a picnic there would stupid.
b.
But the multitudes here in John 6 were satisfied with just the sign and not what the sign pointed them to. They wanted temporal bread to satisfy their temporal hunger and sustain their physical life, which Jesus gave them earlier in the feeding of the multitude. But they did not really want the eternal bread, which is Jesus, would alone can satisfy their eternal hunger and give them eternal life. 

c.
And Jesus was not pleased with their attitude. He rebuked them because of it – 6:26-27 (READ).

2.
This same tendency we find already earlier – 6:14-15 (READ). 
a.
The people wanted to make Jesus their king but Jesus would not allow them to do that. He withdrew again to the mountain by Himself alone. 
b.
Why? Was this not the golden opportunity Jesus was looking for? No. Because all that the people wanted from Him where temporal blessings of the sign He performed, not the eternal blessings that the sign pointed them to. They hungered for freedom from the bondage of Rome. They hungered for amelioration of their economic conditions. They hungered for earthly and temporal glory like they used to have as a nation during the time of David and Solomon. Those were the things they craved, but that was not what Jesus came to give them. He came to deliver them from a far greater bondage – the bondage of sin and of the Satan. The sign He performed only serve to point them to the lasting blessings He really came to give them. 
c.
Therefore, Jesus would not allow them to make Him their king to do whatever they want from Him. He is not that kind of a King. 

3.
We find the same tendency even in the case of physical healing – 6:1-2 (READ). 
a.
Many of the people just wanted physical and temporal healing. That’s all that they really wanted from Jesus. But the healings were just signs, they pointed to Jesus’ great and lasting work as the physicians of souls.
b.
For all who get physical healing will still die anyway. And only in the resurrection will there be on more sickness and death. And in this life, Paul wrote in 2Cor 4:16 “though the outer man is decaying, yet our inner man is renewed day by day.”

4.
And do you know what is sad about this people who came to Jesus only for temporal blessings? They did not persevere in following Jesus – 6:66 (READ). 

5.
But in contrast to these people, we have the true disciples – 6:67-69 (READ). 

a.
For Peter, what was his greatest and biggest need? Not temporal blessings but eternal life – a life of experiential knowledge and fellowship with God, a life under the smile and favor of God, a life in conformity to will of God, a life which is eternal in duration. That is what Peter really wanted and craved for.

b.
However, he knew that he was a sinner, not worthy of that eternal life; and that only in Jesus is that life to be found. Therefore, he would never leave Jesus. In Him alone is eternal life to be found - that blessing which Peter really craves for.

c.
Thus, even when persecutions came, Peter would never abandon Christ. Even in poverty, Peter would never abandon Christ. Even in times of very difficult trails and tribulations, Peter would never abandon Christ. And why? For Peter came to Christ for eternal and lasting blessings, and not for some temporal blessing.  

C.
Therefore, if the gospel you preach caters to people’s craving for temporal blessings, not for the eternal blessings that Christ came to give, then your message is really defective. 
1.
And this is what is sad about what now passes for evangelism. There is a tendency today to make the “gospel” fit whatever felt need or craving a person might have – i.e. financial, physical, marital, occupational, sociological, problem of low esteem, etc. Whatever a person’s felt need or craving for temporal blessings might be, then offer Christ as the only one who can meet that felt need or craving – and for many, that is preaching the gospel message, that is evangelism.

2.
Examples: 

a. A person might have financial problems. Then offer Christ as the One who alone can meet that financial problem. And that to them, is preaching the gospel message.

b. Or if a person is having domestic problems. There is no peace in the home. Then, offer Christ as the only One who can solve that problem. And that to them, is preaching the gospel message. 

c. Or if a person has a physical problem. Then, offer Christ as the only One who can solve give physical healing. And that to them is preaching the gospel message. 

d. Or if a person is lonely and without a friend. Then offer Christ as the only One who can chase their blues away. And that to them is preaching the gospel message. 

3.
However, by trying to make the “gospel” fit whatever felt need or craving a person might have, you will end up changing and distorting the gospel message. 

D.
So what then is gospel preaching?  
1. Preaching the gospel involves preaching in such a way that people will see that the blessing they should crave for is eternal life – a life of experiential knowledge and fellowship with God, a life under the smile and favor of God, a life in conformity to the will of God, a life which is eternal in duration. This is the blessing they should crave for, every other blessing must be subordinate to this.
2. Moreover, preaching the gospel involves preaching in such a way that people will see that they are sinful and that, therefore, are not worthy of this eternal life. Luke 5:8 (READ) “Go away from me Lord, for I am a sinful man”. Peter knew he was not worthy of life eternal. This is where preaching the law can serve the preaching of the gospel. You must convince people that they are not worthy of eternal life but instead they are worthy of eternal death and damnation.    
3. Furthermore, preaching the gospel involves preaching in such a way that people will see that eternal life can only be found in Jesus, the Messiah sent by God. He is the bread from heaven. It is only in His person and His work received through faith alone that eternal life can be found.
E.
“But what if people do not sense this need?”  You have to make them feel that need; for unless they do, they will never come to Christ for the right reason and they will never receive the blessing offered in the gospel – the free gift of God, which is eternal life in Christ Jesus (Rom 6:24).

Conclusion

1. The gospel message can be preached in so great variety of ways. But there is only one gospel message. And that is why it is called in Rev 14:6 as the “eternal gospel”. 

2. It is that gospel that you and I should preach. To preach any other gospel is to come under the curse of God. Gal 1:8-9 (READ) - “But even if we, or an angel of heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached let him be accursed. As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to what you received, he is to be accursed.” 
